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SUBJECT: NEW YORK TIMES REPORT 

1. HERE IS COMPLETE TEXT OF LESLIE GELB ARTICLE ON CHAD 
WHICH APPEARED IN NOV. 1. NEW YORK TIMES. BEGIN TEXT: 
WASHINGTON, OCT.31-THE GOVERNMENT OF CHAD HAS BANNED FURTH- 
ER AMERICAN FOOD RELIEF EFFORTS IN REACTION TO A NEW YORK 
TIMES ARTICLE INDICATING THAT THERE HAD BEEN CORRUPTION 
AND INEFFICIENCY IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE AID BY PERSONS 
CLOSE TO THE CHADIAN LEADERSHIP. CHAD’S ACTION WAS CON- 
FIRMED TODAY BY UNITED STATES STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS. 

THE DECISION, ACCORDING TO THESE OFFICIALS, LEAVES ABOUT 
5,000 METRIC TONS OF GRAIN SITTING ACROSS THE OORRER IN 
NIGERIAAND ANOTHER 5,000 METRIC TONS IN THE PIPELINE 
FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

THE TIMES ARTICLE, WHICH APPEARED ON OCT. 10, STATED THAT 
THE PRINCIPAL REASONS CITED FOR THE MISMANAGEMENT OF THE 
RELIEF PROGRAM "ARE INCOMPE- 
TENCE, APATHY AND PARTICIPATION 

IN OR TOLERATION OF PROFITEERING ON THE PART OF PERSONS 
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PRESIDENT NGARTA TOMBALBAYE OF CHAD, THE OFFICIALS SAID, 
INTERPRETED THIS AS A CHARGE THAT HIS WIFE WAS ENGAGED IN 
PROFITEERING. 

A STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL REPORTED A NEWS CONFERENCE ON 
OCT.26, PRESIDENT TOMBALBAYE SAID THIS COULD NOT BE TRUE 
SINCE HIS WIFE WAS "AN ILLITERATE, WHICH IS THE WAY I WISH 
IT— IT'S BETTER." 

AN ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL EXPLAINED MR. TOMBALBAYE'S 
ACTION BY SAYING, "HE FEELS INSULTED, AND IF TAKING FOOD 
MEANS TAKING INSULTS, HE'D RATHER DO WITHOUT THE FOOD." 

AMERICAN OFFICIALS STILL HOPE TO CONTINUE THE RELIEF PRO 
GRAM IN CHAD AND ARE AWAITING A CLARIFICATION OF MR. 
TOMBALBAYE'S DESIRES. 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE 
CHADIAN GOVERNMENT HAD ANNOUNCED THE BAN ON FURTHER 
AMERICAN FOOD RELIEF BEFORE NOTIFYING THE UNITED STATES 
EMBASSY. 

BEFORE THE BAN, THE UNITED STATES HAD BEEN AIRLIFTING TONS 
OF GRAIN ON AN EMERGENCY BASIS FOR THE CHADIANS CAUGHT IN 
THE PROLONGED AND WIDESPREAD SUB-SAHARAN DROUGHT. ONCE 
THE BAN WAS ANNOUNCED, THE AIRLIFT.WHICH STILL HAD ABOUT 
HALF OF ITS 4,000 TONS TO GO, WAS IMMEDIATELY ENDED. 

THREE C-103'S AND ABOUT 40 UNITED STATES AIR FORCE PER- 
SONNEL WERE IMMEDIATELY WITHDRAWN FROM CHAD, ACCORDING TO 
THE OFFICIALS. ND TEXT. 
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